March 24, 2019
Third Sunday of Lent, VENERATION of the CROSS

Happy Birthday Greetings This Week:
March 29: Cynthia Cherico

Wedding Anniversaries This Week:
None for the Week

Please Pray For Our Sick and Shut-ins

SAINT GEORGE BYZANTINE CATHOLIC CHURCH
Glory to Jesus Christ ~ Glory Forever! Slava Isusu Christu! ~ Slava Na Viki!
Propers for this Sunday: pg. 135, Tone 3 and pp. 223 – 224 & 324 -325

Divine Services for the Week:
SUN., MAR. 24
8:00 A.M.
8:30 A.M.

THIRD SUNDAY of the LENT, VENERATION of the CROSS,
PRE-FESTIVE DAY of the ANNUNCIATION
Holy Rosary
DIVINE LITURGY,
+ Frank Polas, offered by daughter Betty Polas

A blessing of Crosses will take place at the end of the Divine Liturgy
MON., MAR. 25
7:00 P.M.
FRI., MAR. 29
7:00 P.M.

Hunter’s Care Home (1916 Main St, Aliquippa, PA 15001) – Mary Poiarkoff
West Hills Health & Rehab Center (951 Brodhead Road, Coraopolis, PA 15108) – Margaret Klacik
Beaver Meadows (5130 Tuscarawas Rd, Beaver, PA 15009) - Paul Valiga, Angie Yuhasz
Epistle Readers – March 24: Joanna Futato - March 31: Jo Ann Hersh
Ushers – March 24: R. Dzumba/R.. Mudron - March 31: F. Hersh/M. Bobanic
Troica Holders – March 24: F. Hersh - March 3: R. Dzumba
THIS WEEK’S SANCTUARY LAMP

March 24 - 30, 2019

Burns before the real presence of our Lord for:

ANNUNCIATION
VESPERS with DIVINE LITURGY
FOURTH FRIDAY OF LENT
LITURGY of the PRE-SANCTIFIED GIFTS

HOME – Margaret Barilla, Eileen Batcha, Natalie Jugan-Diaz, Rebecca Dickun, Marianne Dove, Alice
Haber, Jean Herdt, Rebecca Hutcheon, Kevin Joray, Neil Jugan, Marion Malackanich, Josephine
Maruhnich, Carole Panella, Mary Salamon

+ Frank Polas

St. Mary: Wed. March 27
7:00 P.M.
Pre-Sanctified Liturgy

The Divine Liturgy of the Pre-Sanctified Gifts takes precedence over all other Lenten devotions.
SAT., MAR., 30
9:00. A.M.

FOURTH ALL SOULS SATURDAY *
DIVINE LITURGY, Hramoty

SUN., MAR. 31
8:00 A.M.
8:30 A.M.

FOURTH SUNDAY of the LENT, SAINT JOHN CLIMACUS
Holy Rosary
DIVINE LITURGY, Blessing of Icons
+ Pete Yanchik, offered by Yanchik family

*Members of the family are encouraged to attend the services on the All Souls Saturdays
for by their presence and by their personal prayers and receiving Holy Communion they
strengthen the bond of love with their departed loved ones and indeed keep their memory
everlasting!

(in Loving Memory)
Offered By:
Daughter, Betty

“Everyone must give according to whatever he has inwardly
decided; not sadly, not grudgingly, for God loves a cheerful giver.”
(2 Cor 9:7)

Bulletins are available online for your convenience at
stgeorgebyzantinecatholicchurch.org/bulletin/

+ Great Fast … the Bright Sadness +

Altar Servers Needed!!!
We are in need of altar servers to help out as needed. Any men of the parish of ANY age who
would like to contribute are asked to speak to Erik Fetkovich or put your name in the M.A.P.
Box. You will be shown what to do. Let us consider this part of our Action Plan of Social
Ministry. Are you looking for a way to volunteer or to extend your volunteering in our parish?
Then we need you! Please consider stepping up to help in this vital ministry! Every single
person makes a difference.
The Great Fast is a time for renewal and is the perfect time to invite others to
Church. We are in challenging times. Every single person makes a difference.

Annunciation
On March 25, exactly ninth months before Christmas, we celebrate the feast of the Annunciation
of the Theotokos. This feast celebrates the Incarnation of the Son of God, when the archangel
Gabriel appeared to a young virgin in the town of Nazareth, and she agreed to become "she who
gives birth to God" (Theotokos). Since ancient times, this has been one of the great feasts of the
Byzantine liturgical year, and on this one day during the Great Fast, the sacrifice of the Divine
Liturgy is always celebrated.
It is prescribed if March 25 falls on a Lenten weekday, the Divine Liturgy will be in the
evening, with Vespers and Divine Liturgy.

A sign-up sheet is now in the Center to donate altar candles for Pascha (Easter)

Join our Bible Study!

We are taking donations throughout the year for our annual Flea Market. Any
time you have an item to donate, please leave it in the Center.
WELCOME
We extend a warm welcome to our parishioners, visitors, and friends. We are glad
that you have come to worship with us today and pray that your participation in
our parish will be enriching to you. Following every Sunday Divine Liturgy,
Fellowship Coffee and doughnuts are served! We invite everyone to join us in our
café.

Our Lenten Bible Study and soup supper continues today, entitled Divine
Liturgy: Traveling through Scripture. We had an even better turn-out last
Sunday! Plan to join us TODAY and every Sunday afternoon/evening during
the Great Fast at 5:00 P.M. for spiritual reflection, fasting supper, and
fellowship.
This Bible study is the ideal companion for our spiritual journey through the Great Fast.

Lenten Library

Behold, how good and pleasant it is for brethren to dwell together in unity.
Psalm 133:1

As the Great Lenten Fast continues, we remind all parishioners that
resources are available to support your individual journey. These resources
are available at the Church Store display in the Center.

Prayerful Condolences
We offer condolences for our former Pastor, Fr. David Bosnich,
upon the death of his father, Mr. David Bosnich, who fell asleep
in the Lord on Saturday, March 16. May God grant blessed repose
and eternal memory to His servant David, Vicnaja jemu pamjat.

Fr. David Bosnich
St. Michael
Byzantine Catholic Church
407 School St.
P.O. Box 471
Sheffield, PA 16347-0471

Confession
With the Lenten Season upon us, it is time to remember the need for confession. With this in
mind, confession will be available before and after Church services on Sundays and Fridays.

Third Sunday of the Great Fast
Veneration of the Cross
Today we have reached the midpoint of the Great FastLent; we have travelled half of our path to the Holy
Pascha of Our Lord. Having come to the center of
Lent, we piously venerate the Life-giving Cross of
Christ. In the Synaxarion for today we read that since
the Cross is the Tree of Life, and this tree was planted
in the center of the Garden of Eden, in the same way
the holy fathers placed the Tree of the Cross in the
middle of Great Lent, reminding us of Adam’s fall. At
the same time we are delivered from the fall through
the tree, for partaking of it we no longer die, but inherit
life.
The Cross of Christ is dear to us because without it
there is no Resurrection. And only he, who is ready to
be crucified with Christ, can become an heir in the
resurrection in Christ. We glorify the Cross of Our Lord today because, having been watered
with the Savior’s Blood, the Cross is no longer a tool of death but the Tree of Life. Saint
Theophan the Recluse writes “that where there is a Christian, there is the cross, and where there
is no cross, there is no Christian.” Today, at the half-point of the Great Fast-Lent, let us examine
ourselves: do we crucify the sins of our flesh, do we carry the cross in our hearts, is there in our
souls a denial of self and of worldly passions? If not - neither is there a Christian there.
During these forty days we are in a way crucified, mortified to the passions, contrite, abased
and despondent; the Cross offers us as comfort and reassurance, calling to mind the Passion of
our Lord Jesus Christ. The Cross tells us how God’s grace, love and power can change each of
us, sanctify each of us, give each of us new life, eternal life. It shows us the Father’s amazing
love: that God became a man, died on the Cross, so that through His death we would be saved
from despair of sin and death. The Cross has been given to us as a hope, as confidence that we
are dear to God, that all impossible is possible. Our Lord’s Cross is placed on the tetrapod
today not merely to remind us of Christ’s redemption, but also to be meditated on and venerated
as that reality by which we must live to be saved, for in the Cross of Christ Crucified lies both
“the power of God and the wisdom of God” (1 Cor 1.24).

PRAYER OF SAINT EPHREM
To be said daily during the Great Fast
Lord and Master of my life, spare me from the spirit of indifference,
despair, lust for power, and idle chatter.
(Prostration)
Instead, bestow on me, your servant, the spirit of integrity, humility,
patience, and love.
(Prostration)
Yes, O Lord and King, let me see my own sins and not judge my
brothers and sisters; for you are blessed forever and ever. Amen.
(Prostration)

Excerpts from Christ Our Pascha:
The Visible and Invisible World. The Symbol of the Faith points to two different
dimensions of the world created by God, the visible and the invisible. St.
Maximus the Confessor teaches about the union of everything visible and
invisible in creation. Basing himself on the words of St. Paul that everything was
created by Christ and for Christ (see Col 1:16-17), Maximus understands the word
everything to mean the earthly visible and the heavenly invisible, the human
visible and the angelic invisible. Having become incarnate, Christ has inseparably
united himself with creation in the “body and blood” of his human nature. All creation, visible and
invisible, exists not by virtue of its own nature, but by virtue of the action of God’s Son. (#113).

It is necessary, most of all, for one who is fasting to curb anger, to accustom himself to
meekness and condescension, to have a contrite heart, to repulse impure thoughts and
desires, to examine his conscience, to put his mind to the test, and to verify what good has
been done by us in this or any other week, and which deficiency we have corrected in
ourselves in the present week. This is true fasting.
- Saint John Chrysostom

SAINT GEORGE BYZANTINE CATHOLIC CHURCH
1001 Clinton Street- Aliquippa, PA 15001

INTERIM PASTOR: FATHER MICHAEL HUSZTI
OFFICE PHONE: 724-375-2742
FAX: 724-375-8776
ST. GEORGE CENTER: 724-375-6652
PARISH WEBSITE: www.stgeorgebyzantinecatholicchurch.org
Cantors: Jo Ann Hersh, David Klacik,
E.C.F.coordinator: Jo Ann Hersh
Louisa Hersh
Facilities Supervisor: John Poiarkoff
Holy Mystery of Reconciliation…….…………………..................…Before and after Liturgies
Holy Mysteries of Initiation………………………………………..Contact the church office
Holy Mystery of Anointing ………...……………….…Ask prior to surgery or serious illness
Holy Mystery of Marriage ……....….Contact the church office eight months prior to wedding
Religious Education Classes……….September through May, following Sunday Divine Liturgy
Pirohi Sales …………………….…...………... 2nd Friday of each month, Sept. through May
St. George Ladies’ Guild & Men’s Club…...….……………. Everyone welcome to participate

God has entrusted St. George Church to us; its future is in our hands.

