
April 14, 2019  

Flowery Sunday, the Entry into Jerusalem 
     
                                                                                          

SAINT GEORGE BYZANTINE CATHOLIC CHURCH 
 

 Hosanna in the Highest! Blessed is He who comes in the name of the Lord!  
Propers for this Sunday: pp. 235 - 241

 

Divine Services for the Week: 

SUN., APR. 14  PALM SUNDAY 
   8:00 A.M.   Holy Rosary 
   8:30 A.M.  DIVINE LITURGY, Blessing of palms and pussy willows 
   For the Parishioners 

(See insert for Holy Week and Pascha Schedule) 
 

Holy Week Schedule Published  

The Holy Week schedule is published again in today’s bulletin and on our parish website. Fr. 

Michael has generously scheduled multiple services and opportunities each day of Holy Week. 

During this time, we are called to make every effort to “lay aside all earthly cares”, to devote 

ourselves to contemplate the central Mysteries of our Faith which are revealed in the liturgical 

services of Passion Week: the Cross, the Tomb and the Resurrection of Christ. So significant is 

Holy Week that “time seems to stand still and earthly life ceases for the faithful, as they go up 

with the Lord to Jerusalem” (Fr. Thomas Hopko). May we all look upon the days ahead as sacred 

and dedicated to our Lord. Thank you Fr. Michael for offering these services!  

 

Don’t Wait Until It Is Too Late - Start arranging your schedule today so that you can be 

present for the Divine Services for Holy Friday through Pascha-Resurrection of Christ. 

Absolutely no one should miss these Divine Services. Put God first: take off work and stand by 

the Cross of Christ. 

 

Invite others to our Holy Week and Pascha services 
 

 

Happy Birthday Greetings This Week: 
April 14: Arlene Hribar, April 15: Richard Dzumba, John Simunick, Ray Varga 

Wedding Anniversaries This Week: 

April 15: Richard & Judy Dzumba 

Please Pray For Our Sick and Shut-ins 
HOME – Margaret Barilla, Eileen Batcha, Natalie Jugan-Diaz, Rebecca Dickun, Marianne Dove, Alice 
Haber, Jean Herdt, Rebecca Hutcheon, Kevin Joray, Neil Jugan, Marion Malackanich, Josephine 
Maruhnich, Carole Panella, Mary Salamon 
 

Hunter’s Care Home (1916 Main St, Aliquippa, PA 15001) – Mary Poiarkoff 

West Hills Health & Rehab Center (951 Brodhead Road, Coraopolis, PA 15108) – Margaret Klacik 

Beaver Meadows (5130 Tuscarawas Rd, Beaver, PA 15009) - Paul Valiga, Angie Yuhasz 

 
Epistle Readers – April 14: Reaghan Cody – April 21: Prudence Peya 

Ushers – April 14: F. Hersh/R. Mudron – April21: M. Bobanic/F. Hersh 
Troica Holders – April 14: R. Dzumba – April 21: M. Mudron 

 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 “Everyone must give according to whatever he has inwardly 

decided; not sadly, not grudgingly, for God loves a cheerful giver.”  
(2 Cor 9:7) 

                                                                                              

Hosanna in the Highest! 

Blessed is He who comes in the name of the Lord! 

 

THIS WEEK’S SANCTUARY LAMP 

April 14 - 20, 2019 

Burns before the real presence of our Lord for: 
+ John, Andy, & Anna Choros 

 (In Loving Memory) 

Offered By: 
Mary Salamon 

 

 

http://dce.oca.org/assets/files/resources/holynpk2.gif
http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0CAcQjRw&url=http://bestfestivaldeals.com/tag/palm-sunday-clip-art/&ei=Hi0OVYyqNoKrNp_qgpgF&bvm=bv.88528373,d.eXY&psig=AFQjCNELizh5o92GpaaUxOV-M5pupr9wng&ust=1427078767205878


 

Walking With Our Lord This Week 
Resurrection Matins & Easter Divine Liturgy 

After a long period of darkness brought about by original sin, after 

seemingly endless expectation of the prophets, after the glad tidings of the 

Nativity that came to pass when the time had come, after the thirty hidden 

years and the three years of public life, after the frightful passion which had 

seemed to be the end of all hope, after two days in the depth of the tomb, 

behold: CHRIST IS RISEN! Indeed, indeed, He is Risen, and all is true, 

every promise of God has been fulfilled; the Savior has come, the Lamb of 

God has been sacrificed to take away the sins of the world, and supremely 

triumphant in his apparent defeat. He has crushed death by his death and 

restored everlasting life through His resurrection! The time of weeping is 

over; now is the time for joy! Now that we have been cleansed by th passion 

of Christ, now that we have repented and atoned for ours sins during the 

penitential season of Lent, let us rejoice; confirming our love toward all, 

celebrating the end of the enmity between God and man, proving our 

reconciliation through Christ. Easter is truly for us the Passover; for Christ, 

through His passion and resurrection, made us return from the curse of Adam and the bondage of 

Satan to the state of Children of God. The festivities of Pascha begin with the Resurrection Matins. 

All lights ae lit, bells are rung, the Royal Doors are open, and the joy of Christ is Risen resounds the 

entire Church. The Canon of the Resurrection is then sung. It is the hymn of victory. This is then 

followed by the Eucharistic celebration of the Divine Liturgy. The Gospel for this Liturgy is taken 

from John’s Prologue, divided into twelve verses, read in different languages that signify that the 

redemptive work of Christ applies to all people. Following the Eucharist, the solemn blessing of 

Paschal foods takes place that we may in every way enjoy our Pasch, great, solemn, and sanctified. 

 

Excerpt from Christ Our Pascha:   

The Visible and Invisible World.  In Holy Scripture, angels manifest the presence of God in the 

world, announcing to human beings the will of God. Holy Scripture refers to some of them by name: 

Michael (see Re12:7; Jude 1:9) Raphael (see Tob 12:15), Gabriel (see Lk 1:19, 26). Angels assist 

human beings in their spiritual growth (see Heb 1:14). The Tradition of the Church teaches that God 

grants every human being a guardian angel: “You appointed angels as guardians.” The unity of the 

visible and invisible creation – human beings and angels – becomes manifest in the Divine Liturgy, 

where the earthly expresses the heavenly, and humans serve together with angels: “Let us who 

mystically represent the Cherubim and sing the Thrice-holy hymn to the life giving Trinity….” And 

“Holy, holy, holy, Lord of Sabbaoth, heaven and earth are full of your glory! Hosanna in the Highest! 

Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord.”(#117) 

St. George Patronal Feast Day Celebration  

All parishioners should attend as we celebrate in honor of our Patron, St. George the Great 

Martyr. There will be a Divine Liturgy on our Patronal Feast Day, Tuesday, April 23 at 6:00 

P.M. The following Sunday, April 28 (Thomas Sunday), we will continue our celebration here 

at St. George Church. There will be a Liturgy at 10:00 A.M. and this will be the only Liturgy 

that weekend for both parishes. A continental breakfast will follow. The parish family of St. 

Mary in Ambridge has also been invited to attend Liturgy along with staying for the luncheon. 

An Easter Egg Hunt will take place following the Patronal Feast Day Brunch. All children 

in attendance are invited to participate, ALL AGES. There is a sign-up sheet in the Center. We 

look forward to a wonderful celebration! 

 

There will be a Reception in the Center with the Paschal Easter foods following 

Saturday, April 20 Resurrection Matins and Divine Liturgy. Join us! 

 
Confession - Confession will be available before and after Church services during Holy Week 

or at scheduled times (See schedule in the bulletin). Let us remember that Holy Confession is a 

spiritual cleansing and an inventory of our posture before Almighty God. As we prepare to 

celebrate Pascha let us all experience that liberating feeling that our sins are forgiven. 

 
Needed: 12 Good Men  

Twelve men are needed to hold candles for the Matins of our Lord’s Passion on Great and Holy 

Friday morning at 9:00 A.M. This service presents readings that prophesy the Passion of Jesus 

from the Old Testament, and the text of His sufferings from all four Gospels. There are twelve 

Gospels, and at the beginning, there are twelve men holding lit candles at the reading of the first 

Gospel. But by the conclusion of the service, there are no candle-bearers, and the Gospel Book 

is all alone, just as Jesus was in the Garden of Gethsemane. You can bring a relative or friend 

to assist. Step up for this important tradition. 

Lenten Library – DURING THIS HOLY WEEK, we remind all 

parishioners that resources are available to support your individual journey. 

These resources are available at the Church Store display in the Center. 

 
Mark Your Calendar!!  

St. George Flea Market July 12 & 13. Plan on volunteering in any and all capacities from 

planning, set-up, advertising, or working the sale. Speak to Jo Ann Hersh for details. We are 

taking donations throughout the year for our annual Flea Market. Any time you have an item to 

donate, please leave it in the Center.  



 

What should I have in my Easter-Pascha Basket? 
 
Paska - The Easter Bread is 

symbolic of Christ Himself, who 

is our True Bread. Usually it is a 

round loaf of bread decorated on 

the top with a Cross.  

 

Ham - This meat is popular as 

the main dish because of its 

richness and symbolism of the 

great joy and abundance of 

Pascha-Easter. Meat in the 

Pascha basket also symbolizes 

the calf sacrificed when the 

Prodigal Son returned home; the meat is a celebration of our return to Christ.  

 

Sausage - A spicy, garlicky sausage of pork products, which indicates of God’s favor and 

generosity.  

 

Cheese - Sweet cheese; mix farmer cheese with confectionary sugar, raisins, cinnamon, cloves 

and nutmeg. Indicates moderation that Christians should have in all things.  

 

Eggs/Pysanky - Hard boiled eggs which are decorated, indicating new life and Resurrection.  

 

Horseradish - A piece of the root or prepared horseradish with red beets, is symbolic of the 

Passion of Christ still in our minds but sweetened with some sugar because of the Resurrection. 

It is also included in the basket to remind us of the bitter drink given to Christ at his crucifixion, 

vinegar and gall.  

 

Butter - Usually whipped, is included in the basket to symbolize the Lamb of God, the Sacrifice 

made for the world. Some families use a lamb-shaped mold for their butter, which makes the 

symbolism even stronger.  

 

Salt - A condiment necessary for flavor; reminding the Christian of his duty towards others. 

 

 

 

 Great and Holy Week  
 

In the Eastern Christian Church the last week of Christ’s 

life is officially called Passion Week, though it is often 

today called Holy Week. Each day is designated as “great 

and holy” with special services every day of the week. For 

us as Byzantine Catholics, earthly life ceases as we “go up 

with the Lord to Jerusalem”. The services of Passion Week 

have a sacramental aspect to them and offer us an 

opportunity to follow Jesus Christ in the final week of his 

life on earth.  

By the grace of the Holy Spirit we are no longer separated 

by time from the life of Christ as recounted in the Gospels. 

Through the services of Passion Week we are there when 

Jesus raises Lazarus from the dead and when he enters 

Jerusalem on the donkey. We are there at the Mystical 

Supper as he gives us his precious Body and Blood. We are witnesses in the Garden as he 

is betrayed by a kiss from Judas and we are present in Pilate’s court as he is denied by 

Peter. We stand with Mary and the beloved disciple at the foot of the Cross. All this reaches 

its splendid climax as we rejoice in the harrowing of Hades and the destruction of death as 

we share in Christ’s glorious resurrection on the third day.  

Let us resolve to make this Passion Week our fervent desire to be with our Lord during his 

great and long suffering: before Great and Holy Thursday let us read together in our 

families an entire Gospel up to the point where the passion begins; let us try to be a little 

more strict in our fasting and sacrifices; let us make every effort to participate fully in all 

the services of Passion Week; let us find the determination and commitment to spend 

private time with our Lord and stand guard over his tomb following the Great and Holy 

Friday service.  

Let us enter the deep waters of true Eastern Catholic worship and engage ourselves totally 

in this Passion Week … foremost as a means of uniting ourselves with our Lord, God and 

Savior, Jesus Christ and also as an expression of our Byzantine authenticity and identity. 
 



St. George Holy Week and Pascha Schedule 
 
Monday, April 15……… Great and Holy Monday  
   2:00 - 3:30 P.M. ……….. Personal Prayer and Scripture Reading 
* The church will remain open during these times for your own personal prayer. Father Michael will have Scripture 

readings and will be available to hear confession. 

 

Tuesday, April 16 …..… Great and Holy Tuesday  

   6:15 P.M. ….……..…. Confession 

   7:00 P.M. …….……... Liturgy of the Pre-sanctified Gifts & Holy Mystery of Anointing 
* During the Liturgy of the Pre-sanctified Gifts we celebrate the Holy Mystery of Anointing during which the priest anoints 

us with Holy Oil that we may be healed physically and spiritually.  

 

Wednesday, April 17 ... Great and Holy Wednesday: No Service 

 

Thursday, April 18…... Great and Holy Thursday  

   7:00 P.M. ………….... Vespers and the Liturgy of St. Basil the Great  
* “Accept me this day, O Son of God, as a partaker of Your Mystical Supper” is the predominate message of this Service, 

which commemorates the Mystical Supper and the institution of the Holy Eucharist.  

 

Friday, April 19 ……... Great and Holy Friday-Good Friday *Strict Fast*  

   9:00 A.M. ………..…. Matins of Our Lord’s Passion-12 Passion Gospels  
* We listen to the narratives from the four Gospels that relate to the events of Jesus’ Holy Passion and His last instructions 

to His disciples.  

   7:00 P.M. ………….... The Office of the Burial of Our Lord, God, and Savior Jesus Christ  
* During this Service we sing hymns that tell of Christ’s Saving Passion, of His Mother’s grief as she and her friends watch 

His agony, and the meaning of the Cross for all Creation.  

 

Saturday, April 20 ….. Great and Holy Saturday  

   9:00 A.M. ………...... Royal Hours 

   7:00 P.M.………...…. Resurrection Matins with Divine Liturgy & Blessing of Paschal Food, 

Reception with Paschal foods following 
* In the darkened Church, the faithful receive the Resurrection Light from the priest and 

form a procession out of the Church. The joyous hymn of Christ’s Resurrection is 

triumphantly chanted- “Christ is Risen!-Christos Voskrese!”  

 

Sunday, April 21 …….. Great and Holy Pascha-Easter Sunday  

   8:30 A.M. ………...… Divine Liturgy & Blessing of Paschal Food 
* We sing “Christ is Risen!-Christos Voskrese!” repeatedly. As we receive the Holy 

Eucharist, we share in the mystical communion with the Risen Christ, who has 

conquered death once and for all. 

 

Monday, April 22 …….. Bright Monday 

   9:00 A.M. …………… Paschal Divine Liturgy with Procession 

*At the end of the liturgy there will be the procession with the Icon of the Resurrection and reading of the Gospel at the 

four corners of the church. 

 

Tuesday, April 23 ……. Bright Tuesday and St. George Patronal Feast 

   6:00 P.M. …………… Paschal Divine Liturgy 

 

St. Mary Holy Week and Pascha Schedule 

 
Monday, April 15 …….. Great and Holy Monday  

   6:15 P.M. ……………. Confession 

   7:00 P.M. ……….…. Liturgy of the Pre-sanctified Gifts & Holy Mystery of Anointing 

 

Tuesday, April 16 …….. Great and Holy Tuesday No Service 

 

Wednesday, April 17 …. Great and Holy Wednesday  

   2:00 - 3:30 P.M. ……... Personal Prayer and Scripture Reading 

 

Thursday, April 18 …… Great and Holy Thursday  

   4:30 P.M. …………….. Vespers and the Liturgy of St. Basil the Great  

 

Friday, April 19 …….... Great and Holy Friday-Good Friday *Strict Fast*  

5:00 P.M. ……………... The Office of the Burial of Our Lord, God, and Savior Jesus 

Christ  
 

Saturday, April 20 ….…. Great and Holy Saturday  

5:00 P.M. ……………….. Resurrection Matins & Blessing of Paschal-Easter Food  

 

Sunday, April 21 ……… Great and Holy Pascha-Easter Sunday  

11:00 A.M. …………….. Divine Liturgy & Blessing of Paschal-Easter Food  

 

Monday, April 22 ……... Bright Monday  

   6:00 P.M. …………….. Paschal Divine Liturgy with Procession 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 



 

Walking With Our Lord This Week 
Our Lord’s Royal Entry into Jerusalem 

The feast of Christ’s Royal Entry into Jerusalem, Palm or Flowery Sunday, is 

one of the twelve major feasts of the Church. On this day, we are filled with 

hymns which continually repeat the Hosanna offered to Christ as the Messiah-

King who comes in the name of God the Father for the salvation of the world. 

Today, branches and pussy willows are solemnly blessed which people hold 

throughout the celebration of the Divine Liturgy as the sign of their own 

glorification of Jesus as Savior and King. As people carry their branches and sing 

their songs to the Lord on Palm Sunday, they are judged together with the 

Jerusalem crowd. For it was the very same voices which cried Hosanna to Christ, 

that, a few days later, shouted Crucify Him! Thus in the Liturgy of the Church 

the lives of humans continue to be judged as they hail Christ with the “branches of victory” and 

enter together with him into the days of his voluntary passion. 

Holy & Great Monday, Tuesday, & Wednesday 
Passion Week is upon us, the most solemn week of the year. The most important 

thing for us to realize is that our salvation is at hand. The Holy Apostle Paul 

tells us: “Rejoice in the Lord always…the Lord is near” (Philippians 4:4-5). 

The theme around these days centers on Christ as the Bridegroom. Jesus comes 

to redeem His bride – the Church. And who is the Church? The people of God 

– us. The Bridegroom Jesus thus comes to secure salvation, the Holy Zion, the 

New Life with Him in eternity. 

Holy & Great Thursday 
On Holy and Great Thursday, three events are recalled; the 

betrayal of Judas, the washing of the feet of the disciples 

by Jesus, and the Institution of the Eucharist. We are 

reminded of Judas’ plot to hand over Jesus to the Roman 

authorities. The evening service consists of Great Vespers 

with the St. Basil Divine Liturgy. We shall be with the 

Lord as He institutes the Divine Eucharist which is to be 

perpetuated until His second coming in an unbloody 

manner. We also celebrate the institution of the Priesthood on this day. 

 

 

Walking With Our Lord This Week 
Holy & Great Friday 

On Holy & Great Friday, STRICT ABSTINENCE (no meat or 

dairy products) is observed. The theme throughout the day is 

the passion, death, and burial of Christ. In the morning, Passion 

Matins is celebrated. A feature of this service is that twelve 

Gospels are read recalling the passion of our Lord. The 

afternoon of this day is dedicated to the time our Lord hung 

upon the cross. In the evening, Entombment Vespers are 

celebrated. At the end of Vespers, the priest along with the faithful make a procession around 

the Church as the priest carries the burial Shroud of Christ and places it in the tomb made ready 

to receive it. 

 

Tomb Vigil 
An ancient tradition in the Eastern Church is the Vigil at the Tomb of Christ on Good Friday. 

After Our Lord died on the Cross, Nicodemus and Joseph of Arimathea took the body of Jesus, 

bound it in linen cloths with spices and buried it in a new tomb. Mary Magdalene and other 

women sat opposite the tomb watching as their Lord was buried. The Church, over the centuries, 

has joined these women in keeping watch over Jesus’ tomb. We should strive to spend at least 

one hour at our Lord’s tomb following the Entombment Vespers service. 

 

Holy & Great Saturday 
On Holy & Great Saturday, we celebrate an office of specially chosen psalms, ancient stichera 

(hymns), and readings from the Old Testament, the apostolic 

writings and the Gospels. The passion and death of our Lord 

is proclaimed in each of the four Gospels. The Christians of 

the early Church gathered at the tomb of our Lord in 

Jerusalem to recount His descent into Hades following His 

salvific death.  In the afternoon of this day, the message of 

Christ’s Radiant Resurrection already begins to be announced 

by the breakthrough and annihilation of Hades. 

 
 



 

SAINT GEORGE BYZANTINE CATHOLIC CHURCH 

1001 Clinton Street- Aliquippa, PA 15001 
INTERIM PASTOR: FATHER MICHAEL HUSZTI 

OFFICE PHONE: 724-375-2742 
FAX: 724-375-8776 

ST. GEORGE CENTER: 724-375-6652 
PARISH WEBSITE: www.stgeorgebyzantinecatholicchurch.org 

Cantors: Jo Ann Hersh, David Klacik,       E.C.F.coordinator: Jo Ann Hersh  

 Louisa Hersh                                             Facilities Supervisor: John Poiarkoff 
Holy Mystery of Reconciliation…….…………………..................…Before and after Liturgies 
Holy Mysteries of Initiation………………………………………..Contact the church office 
Holy Mystery of Anointing ………...……………….…Ask prior to surgery or serious illness 
Holy Mystery of Marriage ……....….Contact the church office eight months prior to wedding 
Religious Education Classes……….September through May, following Sunday Divine Liturgy 
Pirohi Sales …………………….…...………... 2nd Friday of each month, Sept. through May 
St. George Ladies’ Guild & Men’s Club…...….……………. Everyone welcome to participate 

Hosanna in the Highest! Blessed is He who comes in the name of the Lord! 
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